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Summary. —    The article aims to as-
going to appear is an international order
sess the main features of today's interna-
based on a unipolar distribution of po-
tional  system.   Therefore,   two  specific
wer, a high degree of institutionalisation,
purposes will be addressed. Firstly, the
and an ideologically heterogeneous sys-
creation of a typology of international or-
tem.
der through the adoption of a theoretical
Secondly, this method will be used
pluralism: this enables to consider all re-
to compare all international orders emer-
levant aspects of the world, each of whi-
ged since the rise of modern nation-Sta-
ch is assumed to be necessary but not suf-
tes. So, the third part of the article will
ficient to explain reality just by itself. The
point out four kinds of international or-
first part of the paper will summarise the
ders: the two "westfalian" orders (1648-
most important theories of IR: Neorea-
1789; 1815-1914); the "mass ideology"
lism, Neo-Liberal Institutionalism, Neo-
order (1919-1939); the "cold war" order
Kantian Liberalism, and Constructivism.
(1945-1989); and the "post-1989" order.
The second will define such a typology. It
For each period, differences and similari-
consists of three dimensions: power, ins-
ties will be stressed by relying on the abo-
titutions, and ideologies. As these varia-
ve dimensions.
bles are operationalised, the result that is
