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e.ma: your next master ’s programme

The European Master’s Programme in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) - organised by the European Inter-University Centre
for Human Rights and Democratisation (EIUC) - is an intensive one-year advanced master’s course aimed at educating 90 professionals
annually in the field of human rights and democratisation. The programme offers an action- and policy-oriented approach to learning
that combines legal, political, historical, anthropological, and philosophical perspectives with skills building activites. While studying in
a multicultural environment, students have the opportunity to meet and be taught by leading academics representing the 41 E.MA
participating universities, officials of international organisations (including the European Union, the United Nations and the Council of
Europe) and experts and practitioners of national and international NGOs.
calendar of activities

1st Semester (Sept-Jan)
•
•
•
•

First stream courses
Second stream courses
Field trip
Exams

2nd Semester (Feb-July)
•
•
•
•

Specialised courses
Research
Exams
Thesis submission

Graduation (Sept)

• Thesis defence
• Awarding ceremony

structure and content

The E.MA first semester in Venice consists of:
• a core programme (first stream) aimed at the plenary group
of students and assessed for the purposes of the degree,
• a series of second stream activities consisting of specialised
units devised for smaller groups
• a field trip.
First stream courses are organised in Thematic Sections
(subject to modification):
•

TS1: Human Rights Institutions, Mechanisms and Standards

•

TS2: Human Rights in Context: History, Philosophy, Religion
and Anthropology of Human Rights

•

TS3: Democratisation

•

TS4: Human Rights and Globalisation

•

TS5: Human Rights and Security

Second stream courses consist of different components such as
(among others):
• Workshops and skill classes to deepen some aspects of the
first stream courses
• Rolling seminars aimed at reinforcing the foundations of law,
philosophy, international relations and research methods
• Advanced Cluster classes that foster specialised knowledge
of specific human rights issues
The field trip aims to provide deeper insights into the practical
tasks, difficulties and expectations with which human rights
officers in the field are faced, and to get a better understanding of
the real human rights situation in a post-conflict country. Past field
trips have been conducted in Bosnia i Herzegovina and Kosovo.
During the E.MA second semester students relocate to one
of the 41 participating universities to follow courses in an area
of specialisation of their own choice and to undertake personal
supervised research finalised to the writing of their Master‘s thesis.

assessment and degree

careers:

Assessment is made by written and oral assignments and exams.
Only successful students are allowed to proceed to second semester
courses.

The majority of E.MA graduates work with human rights
organisations (governmental and non-governmental, international
and national) both at their headquarters and in field missions
(electoral observation, human rights monitoring, international
cooperation projects).

During the second semester, students will attend further specialised
courses for which they will be assessed according to the hosting
university’s practices. The Master’s thesis is assessed with regard
to both the written work and the oral defence.

A number of graduates are also involved in human rights-related
activities with their home Ministries of Foreign Affairs or are
seconded by them to work for international institutions. Some
graduates pursue further academic studies and research.

After successfully passing exams and completing a Master’s thesis,
students will be awarded the Diploma of “European Master’s
Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation” jointly conferred
by those Universities of the EIUC/E.MA network that have ratified the
Joint Degree Agreement (the so-called “Inner Circle Universities”).
admission criteria:

join a community of more than 1100 E.MAlumni

In previous years EIUC itself has been facilitating the entry of its
graduates in the human rights job market through two successful
internship programmes: the E.MA Internship Programme and the
EIUC EU-UN Fellowship Programme.

E.MA is open to EU and non-EU citizens

The criteria used during the selection process are: academic ability and background, experience, motivation, language competence.
Additional studies
and experience:

Academic requirements:
Applicants are required to hold a university degree
of a high standard in a field relevant to human
rights, including disciplines in law, social sciences,
and the humanities, and must have a minimum
of 180 ECTS credits (Bachelor/General Degree).
Applicants completing the degree entry requirements
subsequently to the application deadline are requested
to provide a current transcript of exams. Eventual
admission into the Programme will be conditional
upon documentation of completed degree prior to the
beginning of the academic year.

+

how to apply

Applicants should send two sets of applications (one by email
and one by post) by 31 March 2012 to the E.MA Secretariat in
Venice. Further details available at www.emahumanrights.org

Additional studies
and practical
experience in the
area of human
rights in intergovernmental,
governmental, or
non-governmental
organisations are
helpful.

Language competence:

+

English and French are the
official working languages of
the E.MA programme. Fluency
in English is an admission
requirement to the programme.
While not a prerequisite, the
ability to understand lectures
and read academic texts in
French is a definite advantage
for participation in the
programme.

fees

Tuition fee: 4000 Euro 		
Enrolment fee: 130 Euro 		
Application processing fee: 50 Euro

The 41 E.MA participating universities:
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the leading teaching programme
in the world on human rights
and democratisation
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Austria: University of Vienna; University of Graz
Belgium: Catholic University Leuven; Université Libre de Bruxelles
Bulgaria: Sofia University St Kliment Ohridski
Cyprus: University of Cyprus
Czech Republic: Masaryk University of Brno
Denmark: University of Southern Denmark/Danish Institute for Human
Rights; University of Copenhagen
Estonia: Tartu University
Finland: Åbo Akademy University; University of Helsinki
France: Université de Strasbourg; Université de Montpellier
Germany: Ruhr-University Bochum; University of Hamburg
Greece: Aristotle University of Thessaloniki; Panteion University
Athens
Hungary: Eötvös Löránd University, Budapest
Ireland: National University of Ireland, Galway; University College
Dublin - National University of Ireland, Dublin
Italy: University of Padua; Ca’ Foscari University of Venice
Latvia: University of Latvia
Lithuania: University of Vilnius
Luxembourg: Université du Luxembourg
Malta: University of Malta
Poland: Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan/Poznan Human Rights
Centre
Portugal: University of Coimbra; New University of Lisbon
Romania: University of Bucharest
Slovakia: Comenius University, Bratislava
Slovenia: University of Ljubljana
Spain: University of Deusto, Bilbao; University of Seville
Sweden: Lund University; Uppsala University
The Netherlands: Maastricht University; Utrecht University
United Kingdom: University of Nottingham, Queen’s University Belfast

